
I will be able to 
define and identify 

various literary 
terms and devices. 



What the author uses 
to create, describe,  
and              develop   

a character



The author tells us 
directly what the 
character is like

Characterization



“He (Voldemort) was 
confident that the boy (Harry) 

would not find the diadem.”



“Slim was a natural 
leader. He was 

authoritative and 
people listened to him. 

He exuded confidence
and showed George 
and Lennie respect.”



The writer lets us figure out 
what the character is 

like through his/her speech, 
thoughts, actions, physical 
appearance and through 

other characters' thoughts

Characterization



“Voldemort’s 
tone was 

musing, calm, 
but Harry’s scar 

had begun to 
throb and 

pulse.”



“Slim came directly to 
George and sat down 

beside him, sat 
very close to him. 

‘Never you mind,’ 
said Slim. ‘A guy got 

to sometimes.’”





Read the excerpts and write a 
D next to the number 

if it is an example of Direct 
Characterization or an I 

if it is an example of Indirect 
Characterization.



“To Mr. Harry Potter…for pure 
nerve and outstanding courage.”

“If you want to kill Harry, 
you’ll have to kill us too!”



Watch the movie clip and write 
a D next to the number 

if it is an example of Direct 
Characterization or an I 

if it is an example of Indirect 
Characterization.



#1
Watch



A problem or struggle



Going on inside 
the character

Internal



Character vs. Self





Exists outside the 
character, but involves 

the character

External



Character vs. Character





Character vs. Nature





Character vs. Fate/Luck





Character 
vs. 

Society







Look at the pictures 
and label which type 

of conflict is 
represented in each.





The main 
idea the 
author is 

trying to get 
across; a 

statement 
about life



Sometimes the 
right decisions 

are not the easy 
ones to make. 





Write down a theme
for each picture





Discrepancy between 
expectation and reality





Lennie 
Small





What is ironic
about the pictures?





When there is a difference
between what we expect 
to happen in a story and 

what really does happen.

Situational



When John Hinckley attempted to 
assassinate President Ronald Reagan, all 

of his shots initially missed the President; 
however a bullet ricocheted off the 

bullet-proof windows of the Presidential 
limousine and struck Reagan in the 
chest. Thus, the windows made to 

protect the President from gunfire were 
partially responsible for his being shot.





When we know what 
is in store for a 
character but the 
character does 

not know.

Dramatic



An object that
represents an idea







Watch the movie clip and 
then identify a symbol

shown.  Explain its 
meaning on the 

lines provided.



#2
Watch



When the author gives us a 
clue about something that
will happen in the 
future, usually 
something bad





Introduction of an event that 
happened earlier that 
helps to explain the story



“’Him and me was born in Auburn.  I 
knowed his Aunt Clara. She took 

him when he was a baby and raised him 
up.  When Aunt Clara died, Lennie just come 

along with me out workin’.’”





After viewing the movie 
clip, list 5 clues that help 
us to realize that Bruce 
Willis’ character is dead.



#3
Watch



An implied or indirect 
reference to 

something assumed 
to be known



“It has rained so 
long, it seems as 

though it has 
rained for 40 

days and 
nights.” 



“’An' Curley’s 
handy…Got in 
the finals for 
the Golden 

Gloves.” 





Identify each of the 
allusions in the 

examples. Then explain
what the allusion is 

referring to  



“Cause you were Romeo I was a scarlet 
letter and my daddy said stay away from 

Juliet, but you were everything to me and I 
was begging you please don’t go.”

"Christy didn't like to spend money. She 
was no Scrooge, but she seldom purchased 

anything except the bare necessities.”





The following scenes from 
Disney’s Enchanted are 

allusions to other Disney 
classics.  Match the correct 

Disney classic to its 
Enchanted allusion.











The attitude
a writer 

takes toward 
a subject, a 

character, or 
the reader.  



“’You got no right to come in my 
room.  This here’s my room.  Nobody 

got any right in here but me.’” 





Read the short passage and 
write down what you 

believe the overall tone is. 
Quote a word or phrase 

from the passage as proof.



“It is impossible to say how first the idea entered 
my brain, but, once conceived, it haunted me day 
and night. Object there was none. Passion there 
was none. I loved the old man. He had never 
wronged me. He had never given me insult. For 
his gold I had no desire. I think it was his eye! Yes, 
it was this! One of his eyes resembled that of a 
vulture -- a pale blue eye with a film over it. 
Whenever it fell upon me my blood ran cold, and 
so by degrees, very gradually, I made up my mind 
to take the life of the old man, and thus rid myself 
of the eye forever.”



The author’s choice 
of narrative



The narrator tells the 
story as if it happened 

to him or her.  
Narrator uses “I”.

Person



The narrator tells 
the story, but is not 

in the story

Person



“’Lennie!’ he 
said sharply 
…The small 
man leaned
over and shook 

him by the 
shoulder.”





Is this song an example 
of 1st Person 
or 3rd Person 
Point of View?



#4
Watch



A narrative in 
which 

characters and 
settings stand 

for abstract 
ideas or moral 

qualities.



“Sure he’s jest like a kid.  There ain’t no 
more harm in him than a kid neither’”





Many have identified the 
following clip as an allegory

standing for the Christian belief 
in Jesus Christ, his sacrifice and 
death.  State examples from the 

clip that support this claim.



#5
Watch



Non-literal comparisons –
such as similes, metaphors, 
and personifications – that 
add spice to writing and can 

help paint a more vivid 
picture for the reader.









“In English my name means hope.  In 
Spanish it means too many letters.  It 
means sadness, it means waiting.  It is 

like the number nine. A muddy 
color.  It is the Mexican records 

my father plays on Sunday 
mornings when he is shaving, 

songs like sobbing.”



“Her hair hung 
in little rolled 
clusters, like 
sausages.” 





Read each of the following 
quotations fromThe House on 

Mango Street.  In the space 
provided, write whether it is an 

example of a simile, metaphor
or personification. 



“As if he just heard the news himself, he 
crumples like a coat and cries.” 

“…the moan of the wooden door as it 
opens and lets loose its sigh of dampness.” 



Language that appeals 
to the senses

The angelic harp 
plucked sweet 

chords of melodies.



The skunk stench seeped 
into to my clothing, making 

it impossible to clean!



Prickly and pokey, 
the cactus bit 

whoever touched it.



After biting into the sour 
yellow lemon, my tongue 

began to sting with bitterness.



“The water is warm too, for it 
slipped twinkling over yellow 

sands in the sunlight before 
reaching a narrow pool.”





Choose one of the five 
senses that the passage 

appeals to and put its 
picture next to the passage.



“My Papa’s hair is like a broom, all up 
in the air.  And me, my hair is lazy.  It 

never obeys barrettes or bands.”

“His feet were fat and doughy 
like thick tamales…”



Repetition of the 
same or similar 

consonant sounds in 
words that are close 

together



“Where the quail is 
whistling betwixt the woods 

and the wheat-lot”
-Walt Whitman-



“Lennie dabbled his 
big paw in the water 

and wiggled his 
fingers so the water 

arose in little splashes; 
rings widened across 

the pool...”





Highlight the examples of 
alliteration in each 

literary example.



“And the silken sad uncertain 
rustling of each purple curtain.” 

– Edgar Allen Poe

“I have stood still and stopped the sound 
of feet when far away an interrupted cry 
came over houses from another street”

– Robert Frost 



Repetition of words, 
phrases, or sentences

that have the same 
grammatical structure 
or that state a similar idea



Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!
Bring me my spear! Oh clouds unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!

- William Blake (from “Jerusalem”)



“Both were dressed in 
denim trousers and in 

denim coats with 
brass buttons.  Both
wore black shapeless 

hats, and both carried 
tight blanket rolls slung 
over their shoulders.”





Determine which sentence 
below is an example of 

parallelism and which one is 
not.  Then, rewrite the non-

parallel sentence and 
make it parallel



My date was obnoxious, loud, and 
cheap; he most likely thought I was 

gorgeous intelligent, and funny.

Jim Henson, the creator of The 
Muppets, was a painter, an artist skilled 
with animation, and made sculptures. 



Write 5 sentences 
of summary about 

our Learning Target 
for these notes.


